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NUTRITION 
PAST AND PRESENT

The link between diet and disease 
from the nineteenth-century to today

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-relationship-between-nutrition-health-from-the-19th-century-to-today-tickets-426314326627


SPEAKERS
Emilie Taylor-Pirie

Adam Dobson

Dr. Emilie Taylor-Pirie is a historian of science and culture
specialising in the medical humanities. She has a BSc in
Biology, an MRes (Humanities), and a PhD in English
Literature. 

She is particularly interested in the public understanding of
science, narrative medicine, gut health, parasites, Empire,
and the Victorians. 

Her first book "Empire Under the Microscope: Parasitology
and the British Literary Imagination, 1885-1935” came out
earlier this year with Palgrave’s Literature, Science, and
Medicine series.

Dr. Adam Dobson did his PhD on evolution of insect infection in Sheffield. His
first postdoc, at Cornell University, was focussed on how bacteria living in the
gut benefit host health. All signs pointed towards the molecular networks that
signal nutrient availability, which led to a second postdoc at UCL to study those
networks directly, and their impact on lifelong health and ageing. This work
showed the importance of the interaction between nutrients and specific
tissues: a theme that was developed further in a fellowship at the Technical
University of Dresden. 

Several transcriptomes and a few million flies later, Adam joined the University
of Glasgow to look for evolutionarily-conserved ways that bacteria
communicate with their hosts, and the consequences for long-term host health. 

Dr. Elsa Richardson is a historian of health based at the
University of Strathclyde in Glasgow where she holds a
Chancellor's Fellowship. 

She has spent the last 6 months as a visiting fellow at the
Max Planck Centre for the History of Emotions in Berlin,
where she was working on a project that explores the long
history of the gut-brain connection. 

She is also co-founder of the Scottish Gut Project.

Elsa Richardson


